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-Called by God—Creating Hope— Connecting People—Changing Lives 

Visitor from EnglandVisitor from EnglandVisitor from EnglandVisitor from England    
 

      We are fortunate to have a visitor from Bristol, 
England here at Trinity on the evening of Wednesday, 
October 26th.  David Worthington, the manager and 
curator of John Wesley’s Chapel, known more com-
monly as “The New Room”, will share with us about 
his work in the context of this Methodist historic site.    
This structure located in the very heart of Bristol is 
literally the oldest Methodist building in the world. 
 

      In 1739, John Wesley came to Bristol at the re-
quest of his friend and fellow preacher, George 
Whitefield.  George had begun preaching to open-air 
crowds in and around Bristol with remarkable success 
at gathering large numbers of people.  While the con-
cept of preaching outside did not initially interest 
Wesley, he eventually agreed to come and take over 
George’s preaching schedule in the city.  In regard to 
this decision, Wesley made an interesting entry in his 
journal after his first experience with field preaching.  
He wrote on April 2, 1739, “At four in the afternoon I 
submitted to ‘be more vile,’ and proclaimed in the 
highways the glad tidings of salvation.”  Within a 
month, the Methodist movement was gaining so in 
strength that Wesley purchased land and laid a foun-
dation stone at what he called “our new room in the 
Horsefair.”  The building was constructed as an early 
Methodist meeting house and was designed specifi-
cally for preaching and teaching. 
 
      David Worthington will be here for Wednesday 
night supper on the 26th.  (Dian is calling it “…A 

Southern Meal for an English Gentleman”.)  At 6:45 
p.m., we welcome everyone to join us in the Asbury 
Classroom to hear David speak.  Pass the word around 
to your family and friends.  This will be a very special 
time together, so don’t miss it. 
       
 God’s Blessings!   

 Bill 

 
 

Covenant Sunday – October 16th 
       Sunday, October 16th is a day you will want to put 
on your calendar.  We call it “Covenant Sunday”.  It is 
one of three special days during the year when we en-
courage persons who have begun to find a real con-
nection here at Trinity to consider making a member-
ship decision.  While it is possible to be involved at 
Trinity without being a member, we believe that both 
baptism and the membership covenant make us more 
committed as individual disciples of Jesus Christ and 
stronger as a faith community. 
      If you have been waiting for the right moment to 
become a member of Trinity United Methodist 
Church, it may be that October 16th would be the right 
time for you.  Whether you are making a first time 
profession of your faith or transferring your member-
ship from another church, we would welcome you to 
make a full connection at Trinity.  If you are inter-
ested, please contact either of our pastors, Bill 
Bagwell or Hugh Davis, by calling our church office 
at 923-3797.  They will be happy to guide you 
through this important decision. 
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Associate Pastor 
-Hugh Davis 

hughbecky40@comsouth.net 

       Within the realm of living for Jesus and seeking 
to dwell in the Kingdom of God daily, there is an 
abundance of “grace full” generosity that emanates 
from His divine personhood. Indeed we are blessed 
richly and much more so with the gifts of abundant 
life which Jesus brings. 
       Look anew to this case in point found in Jesus’ 
teaching within his parable of the wedding banquet 
described in Matthew 22: 1-14. A King prepares a 
marvelous wedding feast to celebrate his son’s mar-
riage, Guests are invited. One by one, ladened with 
lame excuses, the wimpy guest decline the gracious, 
most generous, invitation. The unworthy, 
self centered guests cling to their own agenda, their 
business as usual. However, many others, from the 
busy streets and rural highways and byways, are in-
vited. The marriage hall is packed. O yes, the Ulti-
mate Tailgate Party begins. With great celebration 
within the Kingdom of God (i.e. God’s reign, rule 
and authority) joy flows. Wesleyan theology lifts up 
the biblical concept of God’s Universal Grace which 

is available to all. However, it is our responsibility to 
receive it (salvation by grace through faith in Jesus 
Christ) and act upon it. Many are invited. Sadly few 
take advantage of it and get on with it. 
      Hear the invitation of Jesus to his wonderful ban-
quet of grace; “an elaborate,  sumptuous re-
past.” (The American Heritage Dictionary of the 
English Language) Jesus declares: “Everything is 
ready and the roast is in the oven, hurry!”  (Matthew 
22:4 TLB)  “Look, everything is on the table, the 
prime rib is ready for carving. Come to the 
feast!” (Matthew 22: The Message) 
      So, how hungry are you? For Jesus? Are you just 
satisfied for a weekly nibble or snack? Or are you 
famished? Perhaps you are starving for sustenance 
and substance in your daily spiritual life….ready to 
feast on the rich banquet that God provides. Today, 
seek God with soul, mind, heart and strength. Feast 
with God’s community at his banquet table. IT’S 
KICK OFF TIME!!! 

Hospitality Committee: 
  

We celebrated birthdays for July and August 
during the Wednesday evening supper on Au-
gust 31.  Winners of the July drawing were:   
 Youth- David Gilbert 
 Adult- Calvin from the kitchen 
                    
Winners of the August drawing were:   
 Youth- Sean Brooks 
  Adult- Jim Bryan 
  

 
 
We celebrated September birthdays on 
28 September.  Winners were:  
 Youth- Taylor Blumburg 
  Adult- Beth Schwartz  
  
Remember you can not win the drawing unless 
you attend the supper!  
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Hobby Craft Fair 
-Roger Boan 
rboan@cox.net 

It looks as though the dust is finally settling from 

our Craft and Hobby Fair.  There are a few items 

still left to complete.  The first item is to thank 

the great many people who worked on the Fair to 

make it a success.  I wish I had carried my cam-

era with me so that I could show you pictures of 

the Bryan brother from the Venture Crew build-

ing the booths; Anna Hill and Pam Peachey try-

ing to hang blue curtains seven feet in the air; the 

people who showed up at 7:30 AM to help ven-

dors set up; Billy Miller sleeping in the gym Fri-

day night to provide security;  David Amman 

bringing from-scratch muffins or Calvin starting 

the coffee before sun up; the army of workers 

who cleaned up the FLC, the CLC, and the Ac-

tivity Building afterwards; PaPa John’s and Day-

light Donuts on Russell Parkway that provided 

food for the Thursday workers;  the musicians, 

the clown, and the magician strolling the area; 

Ann Amis grilling hot dogs; ticket takers and 

teachers; the vendors; and finally those who 

came and purchased the items or attended 

classes. 

 

While we don’t have the final figures for the 

Fair, the preliminary numbers indicate a success-

ful event.  Tammy Miller and Toby Hill are al-

ready thinking about next fall.  We would like to 

hear your thoughts and suggestions.  What do we 

need to do next year to improve it? Would you be 

willing to be on the committee? 

 

Once again, thanks to all of you who contributed 

to this success.  I am sure that all of the Trinity 

missions offer you their thanks as well. 

 

Craft and Hobby Fair Committee 

Trinity UMC’s Library News 
 

Over 200 books have been  donated to 
our library over the past several 
months and are now ready for check 
out. We have a large collection of 

books and audio/visuals housed on the 
third floor of the Christian Learning 
Center.  Come peruse the library and 
find something that interests you to 
read.  Continue to donate books for the 
benefit of others! 
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SPLOST Update 

ü

ü

ü

$40,000

ACTIVITY BUILDING ROOF

CHOIR ROOF & BREEZEWAY

SANCTUARY ROOF

$60,000

$80,000

FLC LIGHTING

NEW CHURCH SIGN

Projects

Special Purpose Love O!ering Supporting Trinity

SPLOST

“Rain Gauge”

$$ Need

$120,000

$100,000

$50,000

CHILDREN’S BUILDING ROOF

$53,815 Needed$118,450 Total

$20,000

$10,000

($41,550 below estimate)

$64,635 Received
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SPLOST Update  
-Les Arent 

javelin73@cox.net 

The original SPLOST estimated the cost of six pro-
jects at $170,000.00.  Due to the leadership of Billy 
Miller and our Trustees, three projects have been 
completed well under the first estimated costs.  Ac-
tual costs are:  The Activity Bldg. Roof = 
$14,450.00 /  The Sanctuary Roof  = $25,000.00 / 
The Choir Roof & Breezeway = $10,000.00.  It must 
be emphasized that the contractors that Billy worked 
with went out of their way to reduce the costs as 
much as possible. 
 
Now we have three more necessary projects that we 
need to complete ASAP. 

They are: Children's Building Roof, est. $35,000.00 / 
Family Life Center Light Replacement, est. 
$16,000.00 / New Church Sign, est. $18,000.00. 
 
If the costs of these last three projects stay the same 
as estimated, the total cost of our Trinity SPLOST 
will be $118,450.00.  That is a very good savings 
compared to the original estimate of $170,000.00. 
 
We can complete the last three projects if every Trin-
ity member would give just a little more.  All of us 
must remember that the SPLOST giving should be 
over and above our regular offering / TITHING! 

Parable of the Pencil 
 
A pencil maker told the pencil 5 important lessons just before putting it in the box. 
 
1.  Everything you do will always leave a mark. 
2. You can always correct the mistakes you make. 
3. What is important is what is inside of you. 
4. In live, you will undergo painful sharpening, which will only make you better. 
5. To be the best pencil, you must allow yourself to be held and guided by the hand that holds 
you. 
 
We all need to be constantly sharpened.  This parable may encourage you to know that you are a 
special person, with unique god-given talents and abilities.  Only you can fulfill the purpose which 
you were born to accomplish.  Never allow yourself to get discouraged and think that your life is 
insignificant and cannot be changed and, like the pencil, always remember that the most important 
part of you is what’s inside of you and then allow yourself to be guided by the hand of God. 
 
-John Shawhan 
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mksrocket@cox.net 
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Our financial results as of the end of September 2011were as follows: 
 

       September   YTD 

General Fund Mo Budget Need:   $ 66,232   $ 596,088 
General Fund Receipts:    $ 54,000   $ 535,268 
General Fund Expenses:    $ 59,678   $ 548,305 

Net Result      $  (5678)                $  (13,037) 

The Finance Committee is fully engaged in the 
budget planning for 2012. This process is one of his-
torical projections and rational planning leavened 
with faith. The historical projections and rational 
planning factors tell us that although we have 
worked very hard to contain and shrink the expense 
side of the equation, the receipts side continues to 
shrink faster. 
 
 In the past we were successful in projecting that the 
actual receipts would be twice the amount pledged 
during the stewardship and commitment campaign in 
September of each year. Last year we had to adjust 
that projection factor to be about 1.75 rather than 2.0 
due to the trend in 2009 and 2010. Our data for this 
year so far indicates even that may be optimistic. The 
receipts to date are significantly below where they 
have traditionally been at this point in the past. More 
significantly, the actual expenses are consistently 
exceeding receipts. This cannot be sustained. 
 
Here is where the faith part is needed. For whatever 
reason, our history is to recover these losses in the 
last three months of the year. As compared to the 
prior nine months average, the last three months for 
the past 4 or 5 years average 5 -10% more. This is a 
critical factor which has no rational explanation. 
Without this “recovery” we would have had to cut or 
eliminate some (maybe most) ministries, drastically 
reduce expenses (power, lights, janitorial services, 
etc), and perhaps even furlough some staff. We sim-

ply do not have many alternatives. 
 
Each of the last few years we have struggled with 
this dilemma. Each time we have chosen to not affect 
the ministries and wait for God to “fix” the problem.  
I believe that you are a part of His plan. 
 
Thank you again for your continued support and 
faithfulness to Trinity and to the work to promote 
and expand God's kingdom. Please don't hesitate to 
contact me with any questions, comments or sugges-
tions. 
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Our Church Family at Home 
-Uplift these friends in your prayers and with cards and phone calls 

Deployed Active Duty Military 

Ryan Hall (Saudi Arabia) son of Ron and Donna Hall 
James Easterling—(Afghanistan) 
Jeff Dorsey (Afghanistan) nephew of June and Eddie Underwood 
Troy Maskell  - grandson of Nancy and Bill Birdsell 
Stephen Kelly (Afghanistan)  son of Connie and Ken Adkins 
Jason Thaggard  (Iraq)  nephew of Shelby Snow 
MSGT Carey Rissmann—son of Ken and Kathy Rissmann 
Brandon Smith (Afghanistan) Grandson of Pat Smith 
Phillip Price Lewis—Grandson of Grace Harmon 
 
 

Continue to update this list by emailing theunderwoods1@cox.net  

Church Home for the Aged 
2470 Hwy 41 North 
Fort Valley,  GA 31030 
 

Gladys Rissmann 
Jewel McGarity 
 

Summer’s Landing 
608 Kimberly Road ~ 31088 
 

Margaret Poole, Apt. 1B 
Sam Hendry, Apt 66 
 
 

Antebellum Grove 
1010 S. Houston Lake Rd. 31088 
 

Lois Turner ~ Rm 132 
 

Carlyle Place 
5300 Zebulon Road 
Macon, GA  31210 
 

Roger Fulling 
David and Sunny Reed 

Carlyle Place (cont) 
Edith and Russell Moye  
 

 

Homebound 
 

Billie Curry  
320 Bernard Drive ~ 31093 
 

Shirley Matthews 
421 Woodland Drive ~ 31088 
 

Mae Kincaid 
319 Oakview Square ~ 31093 
Jim Kincaid—Dublin VA Hospital 
 
Ruth Wehrmeyer 
111 Pearce Drive ~ 31093 
 
Billie Meaders 
109 Ginny Drive ~ 31093 
 
Continue to update this list by emailing theunderwoods1@cox.net  



1st        Joseph Dempsey 
            Nancy Getzin 
            Shirley Siegel 
            Sheryl Trent 
2nd       Jeff Busbee 
            Courtney Overcash 
3rd       Rylee Hancock 
            Ken McCall 
4th        Grace Bilbro 
            Abbie Carr 
            Greg Gilbert 
            Homer Taylor 
            Jamie Yeager 
5th        Laura Dills 
6th  Phil Dunn 
 Wanda Driver 
7th        Alan Michael Collins 

8th        Katie Johnson 
            Janelle Stewart 
9th        Holly Gross 
            Cheri Sherrill 
            Lisa Ward 

10th      Brett Decker 
            Bob Duffy 
            Donna Warnock 
11th      Margaret Bagwell 
            Jewell McGarity 
            John Phillips 
            Linda Turk 
            Keith Wright 
12th      David Campbell 
            Dusty Coleman 
            Jeff Faircloth 
            Vicki Grove 
13th      Andy Gross 
            Susannah Oder 
            Rick Pallini 
14th      Debbie Ealer 
            Beth Schwartz 
            Eddie Underwood 
            Grace Yalch 
15th      Pam Alligood 
            Sunny Reed 
16th       Hayden Shilling 
17th       Jay Noble 
18th     Jessie Chaloult 
            Billie Curry 
            Jack Peck 

19th     Gerri Dempsey    
            20th     Leslie Chestnut 
                        Tom Loftin              
            21st      Donovan Dalrymple 

                        Katie Farris 
                        Eileen Parker 
            22nd    Kirby Neal 
                        Anne Walker 
            23rd     Charles Chapman 
                        Sarah Chapman 
            24th     Jennifer Decker 
                        Cheera Roadarmel 
            25th     Bob Vettel 
                        Mitchell Upshaw 
            26th     Megan Eader 
                        Ken Pritchard 
            27th     John Driver 
            28th     Roger Darnell 
                        Melanie Smith 
            29th     Charles Anthens 
                        Earline Busbee 
                        Anna Hill 
                        Allen Kingry 
            30th     Linda Dejeet 
                        Van Dempsey 
                        Sharon Hancock 

October Anniversaries 

So Many Reasons to Celebrate... 

 
 
 

 

 
 1st        Crawley & Traci Kemp 
            5th        Lynelle & Herschel Vandiver 
            7th        Neal & Terri Thompson 
            9th        David & Sunny Reed 
            15th      Tim & Cynthia Loudin 

            16th      K.W. & Cindi Thomas 
            18th      Gerald & Doris Peavy 
            20th      Ron & Donna Hall 
                        Adam & Jamie McDonald 
            22nd      Ken & Ruth Logan 
            23rd      Charles & Frankie Youngblood 
            27th      Phil & Molissa Dunn 
                        Brenda & Bobby Munda 
                        

October Birthdays 


